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The singer/songwriter 
who composed 
the musical “Spring 
Awakening” will play 
5 Points Pub Friday.
See page 5
Columnist Kenny 
Clarke argues that 
professors need to 
use Blackboard to its 
fullest extent for the 
benefi t of students.
See page 4
The Gamecocks have 
emphasized rebound-
ing and free throws 
in hopes of remaining 
undefeated as they 
take on Drexel tonight.
See page 8






Starting today, tickets are available for Kenny Chesney’s 
“No Shoes Nation” performance with Zac Brown Band at 
Williams-Brice Stadium, which features openers Kacey 
Musgraves and the Eli Young Band. 
USC students will be eligible for an online presale 
at www.lmctix.com starting at 10 a.m. today with the 
code “GAMECOCK,”  which will also give them a $10 
discount, according to Chase Hathaway, Colonial Life 
Arena’s marketing manager. Presale tickets will also 
be available at the Colonial Life Arena box offi ce with 
students’ CarolinaCards.
The presale ends Thursday, Dec. 6, at 10 p.m., and 
general sales begin the next day at 10 a.m. 
Before the $10 discount, t ickets for the May 4 
show range in price from $31.50 to $227, according to 
Hathaway, and VIP tickets are on sale, too. 
Tickets in the Zone, on the south end zone of the 
stadium, cost $165, according to the Colonial Life Arena 
website. The show also features two tiers of VIP packages 
— “The Good Stuff” package for $499 and “Never 
Wanted Nothing More” for $699. Neither includes an 
additional $2 “facility fee.” 
— Compiled by Thad Moore, News Editor 
 An employee at a Greene Street tattoo parlor in 
Five Points died Tuesday afternoon as a result of a 
self-infl icted gunshot wound, police say. 
Jennifer Timmons, a spokeswoman for the 
Columbia police  department, said the incident did 
not appear to be suspicious, and that investigators 
don’t suspect foul play. An incident report wasn’t 
available by press time.
Authorities haven’t identified the man, and 
multiple calls to Richland County Coroner Gary 
Watts went unreturned Tuesday.
Other circumstances surrounding the employee’s 
death were not immediately available, and by the 
early evening, 5 Points Custom Tattoo, which lists 
a midnight closing time on its Facebook page, sat 
closed. But with investigators gone and police tape 
taken  down, its neighbors appeared to return to 
business as usual.  
— Compiled by Amanda Coyne, 
Assistant News Editor
 It wasn’t quite the celebration 
they were hoping for, but more 
than 200 students, faculty, staff and 
community members gathered on 
the Horseshoe Tuesday evening to 
celebrate USC’s 58th annual Tree 
Lighting ceremony. 
Inclement weather conditions 
forced organizers to move inside 
the Rut ledge Chapel, where a 
smaller, substitute Christmas tree 
was lit, and the ceremony went on.
“You can’t duplicate the outdoors 
with the big tree, but they did the 
best they could with the forecast of 
rain,” said Dennis Pruitt, the vice 
president for student affairs. 
T he  c e r e mony,  ho s t e d  b y 
Carolina Cares within the Office 
of Community Service Programs, 
dedicated the l ight ing to the 
organizations on campus that have 
done service  — at the university 
and throughout the community.
“We are stronger when we work 
together,” Student Body Vice 
President Chase Mizzell said. “I 
am incredibly proud to see the 
Gamecock family come together.”
M izzel l ,  who spoke  at  t he 
ceremony, was joined by university 
fi rst lady Patricia Moore-Pastides ; 
M aj .  Roger  C ou l son  of  t he 
Salvation Army; Gina Tierney, the 
director of Carolina Cares; and 
school mascot Cocky. Coulson said 
the USC community had made 
big contributions to the Salvation 
Army’s work, including an annual 
drive that gives children who might 
not receive any gifts a stocking full 
of them.
“USC’s cont r ibut ion to the 
Stocking Stuffers drive makes up 25 
Student tickets for Chesney on sale todayMan dies in Five 
Points shooting
Annual celebration 
moved for rain as 
Horseshoe tree is lit
Paula Novacki
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
As the semester draws to a close, course 
evaluation emails have started pouring 
into inboxes, and Helen Doerpinghaus is 
worried that fewer students are fi lling the 
surveys out.
Since the university has largely moved 
to online evaluations, Doerpinghaus, the 
vice provost and dean of undergraduate 
studies, has seen survey response rates 
fall. So far, response rates have dropped 
between 2 and 20 percentage points. 
The effect has been most dramatic in 
the School of Music. Last fall, the fi rst 
time the school used online surveys, just 
more than half of them were completed, 
according to numbers compiled by the 
school. In the spring, the rate fell to 40 
percent, and for this semester, just less 
than a quarter have been fi nished as of 
Tuesday morning. 
Doerpinghaus attributed the trend 
to an online system that doesn’t give 
students much of an incentive to fi nish 
their surveys or set time aside for them. 
When paper surveys were the norm, 
professors often gave students class time 
to fi nish them.
But it’s an issue that hasn’t been as 
dramatic in the College of Education or 
the School of Library and Information 
Science, where response rates have been 
relatively high. Doerpinghaus thinks 
that offers some insight into the root of 
the trend.
In the College of Education, she said, 
students understand the importance 
of feedback in teaching classes, and 
the School of Library and Information 
Science is generally more wired in — its 
classes are more prone to use technology 
than those in the School of Music are.
Administrators consider how
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Video available online
As Doerpinghaus sees it, the fi rst step 
in increasing the response rates falls on 
the faculty.
They need to remind their classes 
that surveys are anonymous and what 
they can expect on them, try offering 
some sort of incentive — pizza for a 
100-percent complet ion rate, she 
suggested — and sell them on the 
importance of fi lling evaluations out, 
she said. She intends to send an email 
to all faculty asking them to emphasize 
those points with their classes.
A nd  s he  t h i n k s  do i n g  s o  i s 
important. Evaluation results are read 
by department chairs, mentioned in 
annual reviews and often shape how 
classes are taught — that’s why she 
thinks the dropping response rates are 
problematic.
“That’s terrible,” Doerpinghaus 
said. “For one thing, faculty aren’t 
getting feedback, but for another thing, 
when professors go up for tenure and 
promotion, they have to be able to 
demonstrate that they’re good teachers 
... When [students] don’t say anything, 
they’re hurting the good ones.”
So far, the bulk of USC’s efforts 
to reverse the trend have comprised 
outreach to faculty, but Doerpinghaus 
has thought about mak ing more 
substant ia l  changes to how t he 
university handles evaluations, too.
For now, schools and departments 
have control over how they distribute 
them. Some classes — including a 
smattering in English, history and 
foreign language, among others — still 
use paper forms, and there’s no single 
time period when the surveys go out.
Doerpinghaus has considered 
making that process more standard 
throughout the university, reducing the 
number of emails departments send out 
and publishing some evaluation results.
T hough f ac u lt y  dec ide  what 
questions are asked, some like “Would 
you recommend this class to a friend?” 
are uniform, and she thinks putting 
those results out in the open could help 
students pick their classes and show 
a broader picture than websites like 
RateMyProfessors.com do.
“When I was teaching, two students 
weighed in (on Rate My Professors) 
— one loved me and one hated me,” 
Doerpinghaus said. “That’s exactly 
what you would predict, because unless 
you have a strong feeling, why would 
you go out there? Whereas on a course 
evaluation ... you get a better read for 
the class.” 
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Hundreds of damaged and  
overstock books reduced to  
$5 each for paperbacks and  
hardcovers (limited quantites)
And take 20% or more off 
select new and bestselling  
USC Press books!
More information:  
803-777-5029 or  
www.uscpress.com
Friday, November 30th, 9:00–5:00
NOMINATION DEADLINE
MARCH 1
Know a student, faculty or staff 
member who stood up and 
helped someone? 
Nominate them for a 
Hero Award at 
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero 
Student Health Services





DINE IN ONLY, GOOD FOR UP TO $8
2631 Devine Street, Columbia, SC
Trivia — Tues @ 8pm Pint Night — Wed @ 7pm Bar Bingo — Thurs @ 8pm
THANK YOU to all Fall 2012 Peer Leaders!  

























































































































































Want to become a University 101 Peer Leader?  
Applications for Fall 2013 are available online!  www.sc.edu/univ101/peerleaders
CHURCH of CHRIST  
students at USC, did you know?:  
 
 there are about 100 students registered at USC from 
     Churches of Christ – we need to connect with each other 
…. Churches of Christ have an ac e campus ministry here 
     called  Christ’s Student Church at Carolina (CSCC) 
…. there is a worship service on campus every Sunday night 
      sponsored by Churches of Christ at 7:00 in Russell House 
      room 303 – just show up this Sunday night, you don’t have 
      to dress up, you don’t have to get up early in the morning, 
      and you don’t have to drive o  campus for church 
….  communion is o ered each week and we even praise God 
       in that style called a cappella – voices and hearts needed 
….  you have a Church of Christ campus minister here at USC 
 
Church of Christ students at USC need to connect, grow in our 
faith, have fun together, and know one another while in college 
 
Contact Campus Minister Randy Gore at Gamecock4Jesus@bellsouth.net 
For more informa on about CSCC, go to www.palme ochurch.org/cscc  
percent of the stockings 
[t he Sa lvat ion A rmy] 
wants to give away this 
season,” Coulson said.
The fi ve organizations 
recognized by Carolina 
Cares included Omega 
Ph i  A lp h a  s o r o r i t y, 
Delta Zeta sorority, the 
Carolina Judicial Council, 
the American Marketing 
A s so c i at ion  a nd  t he 
Capstone Scholars. 
A  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
from each organization 
put  a n  or na ment  on 
t he t ree to represent 
t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s 
and contributions over 
the year while USC’s 
female a cappella group, 
t he  C o c k t a i l s ,  s a n g 
t radit ional Christmas 
songs and the tree was lit.
“The whole ceremony 
rea l l y  put s  you  i n  a 
holiday mood,” Pruitt 
said.
B e s id e s  s p r e a d i n g 
ho l id a y  c he e r,  e a c h 
s p e a k e r  e n c o u r a g e d 
students and community 
members to participate in 
service over the holiday 
season.
“It ’s  not  about  t he 
pocketbook donation,” 
Moore-Pastides said. “It’s 
about the expression on 
your face. Whether it’s 
to a custodian or faculty 
member, we need to be a 
community arm in arm.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
Photos by Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Christmas tree on the Horseshoe was lit Tuesday 
evening, but the annual celebration was moved indoors.







Now leasing for 2013-14
Fina ls  a re approach ing us , 
e v ok i n g  e i t he r  o m i nou s  o r 
optimistic feelings. As we try to 
catch up on work we’ve missed 
because of classes we sk ipped, 
teachers are trying to get things 
in order before fi nals begin. Finals 
season is a stressful 
t ime for everyone, 
but something that 
c ou ld  re a l l y  he lp 
t he  s t u d e nt s  a nd 
professors out would 
be the utilization of 
Blackboard.
M a n y  t e a c h e r s 
have been consistent 
in using Blackboard 
by post ing grades, 
exercises and relevant 
study materials. However, some 
teachers haven’t used Blackboard 
too often. Some have not used it 
at all. If you’re a teacher reading 
th is ar t icle,  consider mak ing 
Blackboard a priority. It keeps 
students (and you) on top of things 
and well aware of their progress. 
As students, we’d like to see our 
grades updated whenever we hand 
in a test or an assignment. If we 
are aware of our standing in class, 
it could really help gauge how we 
need to do on f inals and other 
assignments. Our posted grades 
allow us fi gure out what we need to 
do to improve our work.
A n o t h e r  w a y  t o  u t i l i z e 
Blackboard’s components is by 
post ing act ivit ies, assignments 
and study exercises or techniques. 
W hen we beg in st udy ing for 
fi nals, Blackboard is likely the fi rst 
resource we’ll turn to for some 
guidance. If teachers are feeling 
generous, extra credit assignments 
or makeup work could be posted to 
help students get a step ahead on 
their work and increase their work 
ethic. 
S ome  t e ac her s  c ou ld  a l s o 
consider posting database links 
and other college work resources 
to aid in a better understanding 
of the class content. If teachers 
want us to do well in class, posting 
s upplement a r y  m ater i a l s  on 
Blackboard will almost always help 
us out.
Blackboard not only helps us, but 
it can also help the teachers. We 
can all get disorganized at times, 
but keeping ever y thing up to 
date and uploaded on Blackboard 
can help guide the direction of 
class and monitor the allocated 
materials over the course of the 
semester. Whether it works better 
to coordinate the distribution of 
materials with the lectures or just 
to put everything on Blackboard at 
once is up to the teacher and his or 
her teaching methods, but either 
way is better than nothing at all.
Blackboard is a tool used by 
more than 9,300 institutions in 
60 countries and has proved to 
thousands it is worthy of keeping 
around. USC professors should 
take it  ser iously and use th is 
resource as it was meant to be 
used. As of now, Blackboard is the 
only functioning system we have 
to consolidate our class materials, 
and especially during fi nals season, 
correct usage of Blackboard is a 
necessity. 











































TYLER SIMPSON, KYLE HECK, MARY 
CATHRYN ARMSTRONG
Copy Editors
K IANTÉ CHAPMAN, MA X BAUMAN, 
ELIZABETH MINTEN, KENNY CLARKE, 
SARAH GRENCI, JONATHAN HOLT, SARAH 
MARCHBANKS, PAULA NOVACKI, ALEX 
JOHNSON, AARON MCDUFFIE, EVAN GATTI
Designers
ANNIE DROWNE, SAMANTHA EDWARDS, 
KRISTMAR MULDROW, ANNIE PARHAM, 


















JEMIMAH EKEH, GEORGE HINCHLIFFE, 
CARLY KEITH, MADDIE MCDOWELL, 




LAUREN BAILEY, CHRIS BEAUREGARD, CHAD 
HUGHES, ADAM HARMS, DANA JENNINGS, 
FRANK PISCO, HALEY POPE, CLAIRE POTTS
CORRECTIONS
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Citizens deserve more transparent government
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gain, should be priority of public offi  cials
Blackboard should be better utilized
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If you f ind an error in today’s edition of The Daily 
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sagcked@mailbox.
sc.edu and we will print the corrections in our next issue.
“If USC wants 
an effective 
system, it has 














The world is constantly changing. Important 
events make news every single day, and at times it 
can all get extremely confusing, especially for the 
everyday citizen. The everyday citizen cannot be 
on the ground with the troops in the Middle East 
or in the Capitol chambers discussing the fi scal 
cliff. We live in a country where the government 
is designed to show us the way because, in theory, 
the United States is a government by the people, 
for the people. 
As another election cycle ends, the United 
States is in dire need of a government wake-up 
call. This is not to say President Barack Obama’s 
administration has done a poor job. Rather, this 
applies to the United States government as a 
whole. We citizens deserve a more transparent 
government, a government whose representatives 
care more about helping constituents than helping 
themselves. During this most recent election 
season, for example, former Gov. Mitt Romney 
should not have been so unwilling to release 
his tax returns. Those in power should not be 
hesitant to release information, and nothing 
should need to be hidden.
In recent years, we’ve also seen 
numerous cases where government 
offi cials act on selfi sh interests, with 
representatives trying to win term 
after term simply because they want 
to continue to enjoy the perks of 
public offi ce rather than wanting to 
serve the people. This selfishness 
is seen frequently in Washington, 
D.C., as some government offi cials, 
in order to please special interest 
groups and gain for themselves, are g iven 
monetary incentives to vote for certain policies, 
rather than considering the wishes of the people.
The men who signed the Declarat ion of 
Independence and later drafted the Constitution 
imagined a government where officials would 
also be public servants to the citizens. Though 
parts of our government are still opaque, citizens 
of the United States cannot be let off the hook 
either. Those who designed the laws for our 
country gave the individual a great power that 
few in the world possess: the power to vote. You 
may believe your vote is pointless at times, but 
history tells a different story. Never discount the 
power you, as an individual, have to make this 
country better. While the government has a large 
amount of control when it comes to making laws 
and creating policy, each individual voice matters 
as well.
This election has brought many new changes, 
from the legalization of marijuana in a few states 
to the election of minority state representatives, 
proof that our voices are heard. If we can band 
together as a nation, we can rebuild our country 
to be better than it was before. It takes effort from 
each individual citizen to hold the government 
accountable, and in turn, the government must 
also be as transparent as possible. 
After a Friday, and even a 
Thursday night, f i l led with 
stories of numerous injuries 
caused by the biggest and most 
hyped-up shopping event of 
the year, a day of inactivity in 
s t ore s  i s  muc h 
needed. People are 
finally beginning 
to  couple  t hei r 
l o v e  o f  t h e 
Internet and their 
displeasure with 
fi ghting over cheap 
merchandise, and 
g iv ing up Black 
Friday for Cyber 
Monday, a safer 
way to fi nd holiday deals.
Cyber Monday, a day in which 
shoppers need not engage in the 
apocalyptic hysteria of Black 
Friday, has seen an increase in 
popularity as Americans spent 
nearly $1.5 billion, a 20-percent 
increase from what they spent 
last year, according to research 
fi rm comScore. 
The violence seen as a result of 
Black Friday remained rampant 
this year, as numerous reports of 
impetuous and vicious disputes 
plagued stores nat ionwide. 
Instances included a man and 
woman being shot in a Walmart 
parking lot in Tallahassee, Fla., 
over an argument involving a 
park ing space. Other cases 
included a masked gunman in 
Aurora, Colo., fi ring a round into 
the ceiling of a Target pharmacy 
before fl eeing the store. 
H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f 
t he g rowing popu lar it y of 
Cyber Monday, t he f renzy 
of Black Friday has decreased 
substantially, as no fatalit ies 
were reported nationwide this 
year, an improvement f rom 
previous years. We can only hope 
shoppers will continue to realize 
that the lunacy Black Friday 
brings is not worth the stuff they 
acquire in the process, and that 
Cyber Monday is a much better 
alternative to fi nding good sales. 
As the fi nal weeks of the semester sneak 
up on us, so do all of the annoying things 
that accompany the end of the school year: 
exam stress, papers and, of course, teacher 
evaluations.  
Since some teacher evaluations changed 
from paper to 
online in recent 
years, USC has 
seen a dramatic 
drop in student 
pa r t ic ipat ion 
r a t e s .   A s 
i r k s o m e  a s 
t h e y  a r e  t o 
u s ,  t e a c h e r 
e v a l u a t i o n s 
are necessar y 
for professors. In order to gauge their 
performance from year to year, modify 
their teaching styles or apply for tenure, 
professors have to know what students 
think. But most professors don’t take 
adequate time to explain the necessity of 
the evaluations to students, something they 
should consider doing in the future.
But let’s be real; careful explanations 
themselves still won’t be enough to keep 
students from deleting those annoying 
reminder emails from their inboxes. If 
USC wants an effective system, it has to 
find a way to make student participation 
mandatory. It could do so, for example, by 
not releasing students’ grades for individual 
c la s ses  onto V I P u nt i l  t he teacher 
evaluations for their classes are completed. 
Right now, USC is entertaining the idea 
of publicizing evaluation results, essentially 
creating something like a USC version of 
Rate My Professor, which would also be 
a good idea. A publicized forum would 
help students during the class registration 
process as well as give students incentive to 
share their experience with others.
Teacher evaluations are important, but 
as college students, we can be lazy. If USC 
wants results, then it should seriously 
consider changing the system so evaluations 
are just as important to students as they are 
to our professors. 
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew point s page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
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 Although Duncan Sheik has only 
played Columbia once before, he 
remembers the night and the city 
fondly and anticipates his return. 
“I can’t go into all the details,” he 
said with a laugh. “It seemed like it 
would be worth coming back.”
The s inger-song w r iter,  best 
known for his 1996 breakout hit 
“Barely Breathing” as well as his 
work  on  awa rd-w i n n i ng  rock 
musical “Spring Awakening” with 
friend Steven Sater, is touring in 
support of his new album “Covers 
80s Remixed,” which came out this 
month. 
The tour stops at 5 Points Pub 
Fr iday  n ight ,  a nd A lpha Rev, 
Courrier and Laura Warshauer will 
join Sheik on stage. Tickets are $20 
and available in advance online at 
the5pointspub.com or at the door. 
The artist’s new disc is fi lled with 
new arrangements of ’80s hits from 
groups like the Smiths, Depeche 
Mode and Thompson Twins sung 
by Sheik in his distinctly soft, folksy 
croon. 
“It’s an homage to the bands I 
listened to in my teen years,” Sheik 
said.
The singer released an acoustic 
album with the same tunes in 2011. 
The remix album features guests 
both behind the mic and behind 
the scenes, including a duet with 
Rachael Yamagata on the Tears 
for Fears hit “Shout.” Samantha 
Ronson, Terry Urban and many 
more DJs helped to create the mixes 
on the disc.
Sheik decided to make a remixes 
a lbum to bring new l ife to the 
collection of tunes.
“I wanted to reimagine them as 
more modernist, electronic versions 
for 2012,” he said, noting that the 
remixed versions sound more like 
the New Age originals than the 
renditions on his acoustic album. 
Sheik said the artists featured on 
“Covers 80s” are “a pretty good 
cross section of my infl uences,” but 
he cites current artists like Bjork, 
Elbow and Radiohead as some of 
his favorites and said his inspiration 
can be found across the world, 
“from bossa nova to Indian classical 
music.”
W it h  s uch  a  w ide  r a nge  of 
inf luences, Sheik has a hard time 
defi ning his sound.
“I’m always looking for the right 
word,” he said. “It k ind of fal ls 
between the cracks with genres.”
Sheik has been writing for theater 
and film steadily throughout the 
past decade, releasing his concept 
album “Whisper House” in 2009 — 
which was later staged as a musical 
of the same name at California’s Old 
Globe Theatre — and scoring the 
feature fi lm “A Home at the End of 
the World” (2004). 
“It’s kept me very busy,” Sheik 
said. 
The musician said composing for 
the stage and screen has expanded 
his “sonic palette,” and working in a 
different medium has infl uenced his 
solo writing.
“It adds to your tool belt, so to 
speak,” he said. 
Sheik has a new album in the 
works, his f irst non-theater solo 
project since 2006. 
“It’s kind of nice to step away and 
write a three-minute pop song not 
related to a narrative,” he said. 
Even though he is working on 
new material for himself, Sheik 
hasn’t  aba ndoned s t age  work . 
The composer currently has two 
theater projects in the works: a stage 
version of “American Psycho” and 
an adaptation of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s story “The Nightingale.” 
In addit ion to record ing h is 
own music, Sheik recently opened 
his own recording studio, Sneaky 
Studios, in Garrison, N.Y. Sheik has 
always had a studio for himself but 
never opened it up to other artists. 
The new space features state-of-
the-art equipment and an adjacent 
house that accommodates eight to 
10 people. 
“A few interesting records have 
already been made there,” Sheik 
said. “I haven’t had a chance to 
record there yet.” 
Doors open at 8 p.m. for Friday’s 
9 p.m. show. The 5 Points Pub is 







Singer-songwriter Duncan Sheik 
to play 5 Points Pub Friday
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Courtesy of Duncan Sheik 
Duncan Sheik, composer of rock musical “Spring Awakening,” will stop in Columbia Friday to promote his latest album “Covers 80s Remixed.” Tickets are $20. 
 Approximately halfway into “Red Dawn,” Josh 
Hutcherson says, “We are living ‘Call of Duty,’ 
and it sucks.” I couldn’t have said it better myself, 
Josh.
There’s still plenty to be said about the latest 
action fi lm striving to take the holidays by storm. 
For starters, this is a fi lm that never should have 
been released after the postproduction changes 
in 2009, like the decision to make the villains 
in the movie Chinese instead of North Korean 
to prevent losing an international audience. 
Fortunately, the movie was shelved due to Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer fi nancial woes.
So why did MGM decide to take this sorry 
remake off the shelf? Because two of its main cast 
members, Hutcherson and Chris Hemsworth , 
have become so recognizable the studio felt they 
could give the film some added exposure. But 
they didn’t count on one thing: remaking a fi lm 
that was originally nothing more than decent 
usually doesn’t work out well.
The movie begins with an opening montage 
of political clips that attempt to explain why 
the North Koreans decide to invade American 
soil, but it’s too vague to make any sense. The 
‘Red Dawn’ remake uninspiring
Tyler Simpson
TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
New version of ’80s action fi lm 
lacks character development
Courtesy of MCT Campus
From left to right: Josh Peck, Josh Hutcherson and Chris Hemsworth star in “Red Dawn,” a remake of the 1984 fi lm.
RED DAWN ● 6
“Red Dawn”
NOW IN THEATERS
Director: Dan Bradley 
Starring: Chris Hemsworth, Josh Peck, 
Josh Hutcherson 
Rating: PG-13 for sequences of 
intense war violence and action and 
for language 
“There’s not much to examine. There’s nothing 
left to hide. You really can’t be serious if you 
have to ask me why I say goodbye.”
— Duncan Sheik
don’t miss a pill
and you won’t miss a beat
online
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
                                      803.777.4890
before you leave for break
from the campus pharmacy
@ thomson student health center
Student Health Services
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA In support of Healthy Carolina
Free HIV Test
KNOW YOUR STATUS! 
Students, faculty & staff welcome
Thursday, Nov. 29/10 am-2 pm
Russell House 3rd floor
sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/students/wad                                    803-777-1835
Offered by South Carolina DHEC &
Student Health Services Campus Wellness
& the Office of Multicultural Student Affairs
We will accept donations of personal hygiene items for 
HIV/AIDS organizations at the event.
World Aids Day
2012
reasons aren’t nearly 
as important with this 
f i lm as relevancy is, 
since today’s America 
has the Middle East, 
I r a n  a nd  C h i n a  to 
worry about more than 
North Korea.
We’re introduced to 
the main players in the 
closing minutes of one 
of the most patriotic 
w a y s  t o  o p e n  a n 
American fi lm: a high 
school football game. 
Impetuous home team 
quarterback Matt (Josh 
Peck) loses the f inal 
game of  t he season 
while his father (Brett 
Cullen) and brother 
Jed ( Hemsworth),  a 
war veteran home on 
leave from Iraq, watch.
T h e  f o l l o w i n g 
morn ing (and eight 
minutes into the fi lm), 
pa rachut i ng  Nor t h 
Koreans fi ll the skies of 
Spokane, Wash., and, 
for reasons unknown, 
h o l d  a l l  o f  t h e 
teenagers captive while 
the adults either die or 
switch sides. Only a 
handful of teenagers, 
includ ing Mat t  and 
Jed, escape to a cabin 
in the woods and form 
a guerilla warfare team 
after Jed trains them in 
war combat. 
From the moment 
t he Nor t h Koreans 
l a nd ,  “ R e d  D aw n” 
becomes nothing more 
than a series of shaky-
cam raids and maniacal 
editing. This is action 
at  it s  most  gener ic 
u nder t he hands of 
s t u n t m a n - t u r n e d -
director Dan Bradley. 
Except for the teens 
h o l d i n g  u p  r i f l e s 
and tak ing a stand, 
not h i ng  about  t h i s 
f i l m  i s  b e l ie v ab le , 
e v e n  h o w  q u i c k l y 
these high school kids 
adjust  to t hei r  new 
rebel l ifest yle. This 
i s  a  g r oup  o f  k id s 
well-adjusted to their 
A me r i c a n  f o o t b a l l 
town, yet they quickly 
a d a p t  t o  h a n d l i n g 
heavy-duty automatic 
weapons. 
T h e r e ’ s  r e a l l y 
not h ing memorable 
about  t h i s  rema ke , 
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n 
i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e 
characters. All of the 
minor characters get at 
least three lines every 
now and then, but they 
play out like disposable 
extras in a crappy teen 
horror franchise. The 
females (Isabel Lucas 
and Adrianne Palicki, 
two actresses I’ve never 
heard of ) receive the 
least development of 
all, as they spend the 
ent ire f i lm standing 
around looking pretty 
and only occasionally 
speaking.
Most of the screen 
t i m e  c e n t e r s  o n 
H e m s w o r t h  a n d 
Peck and the sibling 
r iva l r y  t hey  sha re . 
Hemsworth gives Peck 
a couple of pep talks 
about responsibi l it y 
and the team coming 
f irst before his own 
wishes. But al l Peck 
wants to do is rescue 
his girlfriend from the 
North Koreans, which 
he keeps reminding us 
of through sequences 
of overactive emoting.
The dia logue, the 
plot ,  t he  cha rac ter 
development and pretty 
much everything else 
are where t h is  f i lm 
topple s ,  except  for 
an unexpected twist 
toward the end. This 
is defi nitely not a great 
s t a r t  for  f i r s t-t ime 
director Bradley. 
RED DAWN ● Cont. from 5
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix
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EMPLOYMENT
Sodexo at THE NATIONAL 
ADVOCACY CENTER is now 
accepting applications for a 
Part-time Front Desk Clerk
Qualified applicants must be 
able to work weeknights and 
Sundays, Most holidays off!
Apply in person, Monday-
Wednesday, 9:30a-11:30a 
and1:30p-3:30p. 1600 
Hampton Street ANNEX, 
Suite 310 Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to 
pass a background check and 
drug screen!! EEO AA/M/F/D/V




The Office of Student Media 
is looking for a front office 
assistant to work 11am-2pm.  
Duties include answering 
phones, making copies, 
data entry, preparing mail 
outs, handling incoming and 
outgoing mail, filing and other 
duties as assigned. Please 
contact Kristine at 
777-7866 or email 
kristine@mailbox.sc.edu 
for more information 
Student Media Ad team is 
now hiring. We are looking for 
students graduating no earlier 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days.  All 
prices include: Round-
trip luxury party cruise.  
Accommodations on the 
island at your choice of 13 









Need a different look? Too 
far from your stylist because 
you’re at school? or Need 
help maintaining your natural 
hair? No matter the reason 
A-Different-You Salon can 
definitely help. We offer ALL 
services; from our $25 wash 
and flat iron Gamecock 
special to full/partial sew ins, 
senegalese twist, micros, etc. 
You name it, we do it ! Give us 
a call at 803-754-3882 (salon) 
or 803-546-5081 (cell)
ACROSS












where three is a
crowd
21 Makes level




















46 Feminizing suffi x
50 Canal to the
Hudson River
51 “__ we there
yet?”
52 Roll-on brand
53 “Forget it!”, and a
hint to the starts

















2 Do away with
3 Late news time
4 Bit of muscle?
5 Looks good on
6 Piz Bernina’s
range
7 Dangerfi eld of
“Caddyshack”













































54 Available sans Rx
55 37-Across carrier
56 Utility bill item
57 Little dickens











PRESENTS CO-CREATOR OF 
TWITTER DOM SAGOLLA 
8 p.m., free with 
CarolinaCard 
Russell House Ballroom 
TODAY 
“THE SESSIONS” 
(3 p.m.) / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m., 
$7 student ($6 matinee) / 
$8 general ($7 matinee) 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
1607 Main St. 
PEOPLE PERSON, MODERN MAN, 
ELIM BOLT 
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
TOMORROW 
“THE WINTER WONDERETTES” 
8 p.m., $17 students, active duty 
military, seniors over 65 / $20 adults  
Town Theatre, 1012 Sumter St. 
“FOR US THE LIVING: THE CIVIL WAR 
ART OF MORT KUNSTLER” 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  
$7 adults / $6 seniors / $5 children 
South Carolina State Museum, 
301 Gervais St. 
Aries 
Be present to your luck 
and intelligence. Start 
w ith what you k now, 
and learn what you need. 
Associates supply bright 
ideas. Now’s a good time 
to set priorities.
Taurus 
You gain a surprising 
advantage, fi nancially and 
otherwise. Go for it while 
maintaining a realistic 
perspective. Slow down 
the pace for a couple 
of days and replenish 
reserves.
Gemini
It may be harder and 
more time-consuming, 
but it will be much more 
rewarding. A spark of 
passion lightens up the 
day. Deeds speak louder 
than words and you can 
move mountains.
Cancer 
Yo u  a r e  e n t e r i n g  a 
two-day pensive phase. 
Your ideas wil l reach 
farther, with exceptional 
patience. Your dreams are 
prophetic. Postpone travel 
for now.
Leo 
Except ional pat ience 
is required right now. 
Luckily, you have your 
friends when you need 
t he m .  C o nt i nu e  t o 
build up your assets and 
increase your leverage.
Virgo 
A change in your work 
routine is coming your 
way. You’ll get to take 
on more responsibility. 
Appreciate your mate’s 
uniqueness. Don’t ask 
for favors now.
Libra 
I f  y o u  p r e s e n t  a 
workable plan, you’l l 
accompl ish it .  It  a l l 
starts with the fi rst step. 
Technology can help. 
Make necessary changes 
to the design as you 
evolve.
Scorpio 
Work ing on f inances 
doesn’t have to dampen 
your enthusiasm. Look 
on the bright side and 
end up on top. Give 
an unusual gift. Laugh 
until your sides ache.
Sagittarius 
Delegate more to others, 
and get the work done. 
Make time for learning 
something new. Intuition 
proves to be right on. 
Avoid distractions. Keep 
the faith.
Capricorn 
T here’s  more  work 
coming. It’s not t ime 
for getting sidetracked. 
Just get things done 
with the help of experts 
or by yourself.
Aquarius 
G e t  r i d  o f  t h e 
t r a s h  y o u ’ v e  b e e n 
accumulating, but keep 
the good ideas. You may 
even fi nd something of 
value as you clean up. 
Managing your t ime 
gets easier and you get 
busier.
Pisces 
Slow down and listen 
for the next day or two. 
Hope broadens your 
m i nd.  Now i s  when 
you’re glad you put in 
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South Carolina women’s 
ba sketba l l  coach Daw n 
Staley l ikes the way her 
team is rebounding. The 
Gamecocks l ike to avoid 
extra running in practice.
“If you don’t get rebounds, 
then you run,” senior guard 
Ieasia Walker said. 
As USC (7-0) looks to 
extend its undefeated start 
to the season against Drexel 
(4-1) tonight at home, its 
emph a s i s  on  r eb ou nd s 
i n  p r ac t i c e  h a s  l e d  t o 
production on the court and 
the best start to the season 
in 10 years. 
South Carolina is second 
in the nation in rebounding 
margin (+20.6) and is one of 
two SEC teams with two of 
the league’s top-10 offensive 
rebounders in senior Ashley 
Br u ner  a nd sophomore 
Aleighsa Welch. 
Welch leads the team in 
rebounding and is second in 
the SEC with an average of 
9.6 rebounds per game. 
“That means we’re getting 
the hustle plays,” Staley said. 
“We’ve emphasized that 
ever since we got together 
in August. It holds true that 
once we put an emphasis on 
something and we put our 
minds to it, we can be pretty 
good at it, so I think it can 
have some trickle effect into 
some other areas — like 
hopefully free throws.”
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  a r e 
shooting 52.3 percent from 
the f ree-throw l ine th is 
season, so Staley emphasized 
it at the end of Tuesday’s 
a f t e r no o n  p r a c t i c e  b y 
splitting the squad into the 
fi rst and second team. Both 
squads competed for the 
fi rst to make 50 free throws, 
and any miss resulted in fi ve 
pushups.
Staley said it wasn’t the 
team’s best practice. After 
t he season-ending k nee 
injury to freshman Tiffany 
Dav is ,  USC is  dow n to 
just nine healthy players, 
coupled w it h t he  shor t 
turnover after the Virgin 
I s l a n d s  Pa r a d i s e  J a m . 
Bruner had to miss some 
practice time because of her 
class schedule.
The experience of playing 
t h r e e  g a m e s  i n  t h r e e 
days in the Paradise Jam 
prepared the Gamecocks 
for the situat ion they’re 
in now with little time to 
plan for Drexel, Staley said. 
The depleted roster means 
everyone knows they’ll be 
called upon often.
“Everybody is going to 
play, so I think they can 
prepare  t hei r  m i nds  to 
playing,” Staley said. “The 
rotations are what they are. 
Barring any foul trouble in 
the fi rst half, we’re pretty set 
in who’s the fi rst post player 
off the bench or perimeter 
player off the bench. We’re 
pret t y comfortable with 
that.”
Though the Gamecocks 
have  been  com for t able 
through the start of their 
schedule, leading the SEC 
in fi ve statistical categories, 
Walker said there hasn’t 
been a fear of complacency 
with in the group. A f ter 
Drexel, USC has just two 
games before hosting No. 1 
Stanford at home. 
“You just can’t get carried 
away with beat ing these 
teams because the SEC is 
going to be tough, and we 
have Stanford coming up as 
well,” Walker said. “We’ve 
got to still prepare ourselves 
for the better competition 
out there.”
South Carolina crept into 
the coaches’ poll at No. 24 
and is receiving votes in the 
AP poll. Just as the right 
emphasis in pract ice has 
led to development during 
the game, Staley said she’s 
confident more wins will 
lead to more votes in the 
future.
“ It  comes  w it h  t i me , 
just l ike us trying to get 
our program established 
and respectable,” Sta ley 
said. “South Carolina isn’t 
a  prog r a m t hat  people 
are going to respect right 
of f the bat .  We’ve been 
slowly but surely showing 
people year in and year out 
progression and the things 
we’ve been able to improve 
on each and every year. I 
don’t think this year’s going 
to be any different.” 
Gamecock volleyball closed out 
its season on a winning note with a 
thrilling victory over Arkansas on 
Friday. 
It took fi ve sets to settle the home 
contest on Senior Day. USC took 
the fi nal set with a 15-10 score after 
winning the second and third and 
surrendering the fi rst and fourth to 
the Razorbacks. 
The Gamecocks’ seniors truly did 
make it their day, with 52 assists and 
seven digs from setter Taylor Bruns 
and seven digs to go with a career-
high three aces from outside hitter 
Christina Glover in their fi nal match 
for South Carolina.
“There’s just a little more special 
f lavor to it when it’s Senior Day,” 
coach Scott Swanson said. “I knew 
we were going to get our seniors’ 
best effort, and we definitely got 
everyone’s best effort.”
The season was an up-and-down 
one for the team, which won three 
out of its f inal f ive contests after 
losing fi ve consecutive matches, all 
in the SEC, and finishing with an 
overall record of 18-14. A six-win 
season in the conference meant one 
more SEC win than the previous 
season. 
“We were pret t y f i red up to 
have a winning season,” Swanson 
said. “That was a pretty important 
accomplishment for us to ensure 
we’re improving and getting better.”
In his second year, Swanson added 
four wins to his fi rst campaign and 
led USC to it s second winning 
season in a decade. 
With the two seniors departing, 
t he  f ut u re  of  Sout h  Ca rol i na 
volleyball looks to be in good hands.
Junior Juliette Thévenin left her 
mark on the concluding contest of 
the season, leading all players with 
26 kills, narrowly missing her career 
high of 27. Sophomore Bethanie 
Thomas ended the match with a 
double-double, posting 11 kills and 
10 digs, and redshirt sophomore 
Cara Howley topped her season 
high, hitting .571 on the day. 
“We’re going to cont inue to 
expect Juliette Thévenin to step up, 
as she was an All-SEC performer 
this year,” Swanson said.
Théven in was recognized by 
the Southeastern Conference on 
Monday with a spot on the al l-
conference second team. She is 
the first Gamecock to receive the 
accolade since Belita Salters earned 
All-SEC honors in 2008. Thévenin 
ended the season with a total of 453 
kills and 4.31 kills per set, fi nishing 
second in the SEC in that category, 
t r a i l i ng  M is sou r i  ju n ior  L i sa 
Henning. 
Swanson also noted the strong 
seasons of freshmen Jenna Allen and 
Darian Dozier, and said he will look 
to them for increased roles come 
next summer and into the fall.
“It was good to see the young 
players getting enough experience 
to where we’re positive they’re going 
to get a great spring under their belt 
and come back and be even better,” 
he said.
The first batch of Swanson-era 
recruits are slated to join the team 
next season, and in his third year 
at the helm, he will continue the 
rebuilding process.
“We want to make sure we’re 
providing a good experience and 
we’re t ra in ing at  a  h igh level , 
Swanson said. “Somewhere within all 
that we expect to win more matches 
than we lose and start talking about 
getting to the NCAA tournament.” 
USC looking to stay undefeated
Women’s basketball 
hosts Drexel after 
7-0 start to season
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Ieasia Walker (3) said USC shouldn’t get carried away with its record because of the upcoming competition.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Volleyball ends roller-coaster year with win 
Gamecocks top Arkansas 
to fi nish with 18-14 record
Danny Garrison
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior Christina Glover (9) had seven digs and a career-high three aces on Senior Day against Arkansas. USC fi nished the season 18-14.
